
A Homemade Incubator

Materials.

· 1 Thermometer.
· 1 Wafer thermostat (obtainable from feed stores, these are commonly used in incubators for chicks).
· 1 Heat tape (available from gardening and hardware stores).
· 1 Styrofoam cooler - one with thick side (a fish shipping box is ideal).
· Enough ½ x 2’’ mesh hardware cloth to bend into a ’’U’’ shape to form a shelf to hold the egg containers above the heat tape.

Poke a hole through the lid of the Styro cooler and suspend the thermostat from the inside.  The L-pin ‘’handle’’ on the top of the thermostat is the rheostat, and you’ll use that to control the temperature.  Add another hole through the lid for the thermometer so that you can check the temperature inside without opening the top.  If there’s no flange on top of the thermometer to keep it from slipping, use a rubber band wound several times around the thermometer to form a flange, this will prevent it from slipping through the hole.  Poke another hole through the lower side of the styro cooler and pull the heat tape through the hole.  Arrange the tape in a continuous series of loops across the bottom of the cooler, and use wire nuts or electricians tape to wire the heat tape to the thermostat.  Put the lid on the cooler and plug in the thermostat or heater.  Wait for about 30 minutes or so and check the temperature.  Adjust the temperature until it is about 80-86’f (27-29’c) inside the incubator. (check the species accounts so you know what temperature to use).  Once you have the temperature regulated, add the hardware cloth ‘’shelf’’ and place the container of eggs on top.  Close the lid.  Check the temperature daily and add a little water to the incubator medium as needed. Keep the humidity high by keeping the hatching medium of peat and soil damp to the touch but dry enough so that you can’t squeeze out any water when squeezed by your hand. Take care not to wet the eggs directly.


